Primary Drawing Skills Progression
By Paul Carney with photos by Hannah Davies & St Mary’s and St Peter’s Primary school
Teddington

Drawing is much more than a skill. Drawing encompasses skills, but also involves
drawing expressively which means drawing with different media and in different
ways for different reasons. This guide, written by me with photos by primary class
teacher Hannah Davies, sets out to give you a simple guide to the standards of
basic drawing skill & control from Reception to year 6.
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Reception

Drawing Skill & control

Pupils develop their control and confidence when drawing
using a range of materials. Pupils draw forms using the formal
elements of lines & simple shapes such as circles, squares and
triangles. Pupils learn to tonally shade areas and shapes as
neatly and carefully as they can.

Drawing Expression

Pupils learn to draw in different ways to create different effects.
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Year 1

Drawing Skill & control

Pupils develop their ability to use and apply the formal
elements by increasing their control of line & using simple
2D geometric shapes when drawing. They explore the
concept of light & dark, learning how to create both
values and controlling them to make tones. They practice
shading tones neatly & accurately. Pupils learn how to
control the pressure of their drawing materials.

Drawing Expression

Pupils are shown a range of drawing media including
graphite sticks, charcoal, crayons, coloured pencils. They learn the differences and
similarities between. Pupils try out new ways of making lines/marks to describe a range of
surfaces, textures and forms.
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Drawing Skill & Control T Tois s e
Greater skill & control is evident when using the formal p
elements to draw, e.g. using simple lines & geometric
shapes to create forms. Control pressure when using
drawing implements to create lighter or darker tones and
marks, such as when sketching. Increasingly able to
shade areas neatly without spaces & gaps. ldentify &
draw detail, texture, pattern.

Drawing Expression

Learn to use pencils hard and soft, crayons, felt-tips,
charcoal and chalk, digital means, inks and other
materials such as wire, wool, straws, cotton buds,
feathers, sticky tape to create expressive drawings.

For drawing lessons covering the basic drawing sKkills of
finding and drawing 2D shapes, basic shading and
basic tips follow this link
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This stage of the drawing programme has been designed for those who are really unconfident at drawing. Use this stage to learn
the basics of shading and drawing and seeing 2D shapes when drawing. To be able to draw well you have to be able to look and
study objects closely, process and simplify what you see in your brain, remember this information, then copy it to the surface of
your paper accurately.

Proficiency: Try to really grasp the ex
get them right!

es fully before you move on. It's important not to rush through the tasks, take time to
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Year 3

Drawing Skill & Control

Identify and draw the 2D & 3D geometric shapes in
nature and the world around them. Pupils can more
effectively control drawing media to create dark and light
tones. They further practice shading tones with few gaps,
that are neat to the edges. They can more effectively
blend shading and can rub out rough edges or refine
them. Pupils develop their confidence making marks &
lines to describe a wide range of surfaces, textures &
forms.

Drawing Expression

Pupils work in a range of drawing media including graphite sticks, charcoal, crayons,
coloured pencils, felt pens, biro, drawing ink and pastels. They know the differences and
similarities between these materials and select which one is most suitable for the task
they need.

Progress
of Skill

Year 4

Drawing Skill & Control

Develop ability to accurately identify and render 2D & 3D
geometric shapes when drawing from observation or
second-hand sources, becoming aware of proportion,
scale and order. Make progress in controlling line & shading
with graphite, chalks and charcoal to describe shape, form
and light and shade. Practice drawing quick, light lines
(sketching) & more deliberate, measured lines. Learn
different styles of drawing; Graphic (cartoon, graffiti,
caricatures etc.) Realistic (portrait, still life etc.) Abstract B

(fine art, emotions). T - ‘@E
Expression

Make drawings and experiment through mark making using pencils hard and soft,
crayons, felt-tips, charcoal and chalk, digital means, inks and other materials such as
wire, wool, straws, cotton buds, feathers, sticky tape.

Year 5

Drawing Skill & Control ... il
Can draw with an increasingly confident awareness of the
2D and 3D geometric forms that comprise forms and
objects. Can draw lines, shapes and forms neatly and
evenly with more confidence, blending tones from light to
dark smoothly. They control the amount of force and
pressure when drawing to understand the difference
between sketching and rendering more deliberate marks.
Drawing Expression

Independently select appropriate media for expression
and purpose, taking risks and experimenting with drawing media that are harder to
control; such as pieces of card, straws, sticks, and perishable items to create more
expression with drawing.
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Year 6

Drawing Skill & Control
Draw with increasing confidence developing their own

personal style. They know how & when to sketch and R

when to render more confident line, using a developing
ability to skilfully control the outcomes. Learn how to
describe form from several different light sources. Know
and apply very basic one-point perspective.

Drawing Expression

Pupils work in a range of media with increasing
confidence (pencils hard and soft, crayons, felt-tips,
charcoal and chalk, digital means, inks and other materials such as wire, wool, straws,
cotton buds, feathers, sticky tape for example). They have greater choice over what
materials they should use, working to own strengths and personal tastes.

For drawing lessons covering the basic drawing skills of
drawing 3D shapes, shading 3D shapes, and simple
perspective visit this link.

) pou0 Gammey a78

Lesson Plans - Teacher Training - Consultancy

Home Store Consultant Courses Primary Art Secondary High ONLINE drawing Info

Online Drawing Homepage

Beginner Stage

This stage of the drawing programme takes you through some very important stages in learning to draw. In it, you will learn to
develop your understanding of geometry in nature to be able to see and draw 3D shapes. This skill is vital to drawing and relates
strongly to the perspective exercises later in the section. I've also included a 3D lettering exercise because again, it teaches you
the principles of drawing in perspective. Perspective is a minefield of complexity and difficulty, but to be honest | think it is better
to concentrate on getting the basics right before you try to learn the hard stuff. The section also goes through shading of 3D
shapes. You'll need to apply the skills you mastered in the Foundation phase of shading flat tones and shading from light to dark
because now shading becomes much more complicated. The important thing to learn in this stage is where to put the dark and
light shading to make things look solid.

Proficiency: Try to really grasp the exercises fully before you move on. It's important not to rush through the tasks, take time to
get them right!
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Whole class drawing sets
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